RURAL  CHURCHES  OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA 
C0NP51RENC5  OIP  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
1928-19^^7.  A  Study  in  Trends. 


Martin  R.  Chamlsers 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

DIVINITY  SCHOOL 
LIBRARY 


GIFT  OF 

Jaffl.es  ..Cannon 


1    r  1 


THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 
OF 

THE  IlffiTHODIST  CHURCH 
1928  -  19^7 

A  Study  in  Trends 


ERRATA 


Page  2,  line  8,  column  5:     read  3.6  for  3*4* 
Page  3,  line  6,  read  consequently  for  ai  "bsequently. 
Page  8,  line  10,  coluirins  4  and  5:     read  2  for  0« 
Page  19,  line  4,  column  8j     read  40.9  for  40*0. 
Page  22, line  2,  column  4:     read  137,200  for  476,460; 

column  5:     read  476,460  for  339,260; 

column  6:     read  339,260  for  242,250. 

Put  minus  sign  (— )  "before  figures  in 
last  column  in  lines  10,  11,  and  12 
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Page  23,  line  4.  column  3:     read  9193  for  9139; 

line  12,  column  5:     read  384  for  389;  column 
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Page  29,  line  6,  read  48  for  106.-  '  .      •  • 
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FORTORD 

This  study  was  made  in  I9ii8»    The  Commission  on 
ToTOi  and  Country  Work  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
was  authorized  to  begin  the  collection  of  data  from 
every  church  in  the  Conference  at  five-year  intervals 
beginning  with  1928,  the  first  year  in  which  reports 
were  made  by  churches. 

Dr»  Ji  M,  Ormond  of  Duke  Divinity  School  and 
Dr.  Earl  D,  C.  Brewer  of  Candler  School  of  Theology 
outlined  and  directed  the  research. 

This  book  was  edited  and  produced  by  Miss  Edna 
Boone^  rural  worker  under  the  Woman's  Division  of 
Christian  Service,  and  James  W,  Rush,  Duke  Divinity 
School  student  on  the  Duke  Endowment. 


Martin  R,  Chambers,  Research  Secretary'- 
Commission  on  Toim  and  Country  Work 
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BASIS  OF  TEE  STUDY 


This  study  deals  with  changes  within  individual  churches  during  the 
twenty-year  (inclusive)  period  from  1928  to  I9ii7«    Reports  by  churches 
were  first  made  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  1928,    It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to  obtain  data 
for  earlier  years « 

Since  the  study  includes  the  period  of  Methodist  unification, . and 
churches  of  all  three  constituent  bodies  are  included  in  the  union, 
data  for  years  before  and  after  unification  cannot  be  considered  alto- 
gether valid  unless  all  churches  are  included.    Individual  reports, 
however,  were  not  made  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Methodist  Pro^ 
testant  Churches*    The  study,  therefore j  is  limited  almost  exclusively 
to  former  churches  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 

Research  was  begun  for  all  charges  presently  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church*  Chiarches 
were  located  on  county  maps  in  Ormond's  Rural  Churches  in  North  Carolina 
(1929),  and  most  of  them  were  identified  in  the  respective  Conference 
Journals*    These  statistics  are  sho'^vn  in  Table  I# 
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Table  I,    Summary  of  Statistics  for  Methodist  Episcopal,  South,  Methodist 
T^piscopal,  and  Methodist  Protestant  Churches  within  the  bounds  of  the 
present  Methodist  Church,  North  Carolina  Conference,  1928,"' 


M.E.  Church       M.E,  M.P. 

South  Church     Church  Total 


■  i 

Number  of  charges                        ;  1  226 
Number  of  churches                      !  '  750 

32 
51 

21    !  279 

6U     '[  865 

Average  churches  per  charr^e   'j            3.3  i  1.6 

'  1  : 

Number  of  members                        ,[      115,532  t  14,266 

3.0 
8,I;1U 

3.1 

128,212 

Average  members  per  charge     M         511.2  |  133.3 
•Average  members  per  church     :{         159. U  I  83#6 

ii 

Received  on  profession  of  faith  '  i         ii,098  j  125 

U00.7 
131.5 

312 

a59.5 
IU8.3 

U,535 

Same,  per  100  members 
Average  per  charge  j 

Enrolled  in  church  school  i 

3.6 

j  16.3 

! 

i  9h,720 

2.9 
3.9 

3,860 

3.7 

II4.9 

6,261 

3.1 

16.3 

10U,8iil 

Average  per  church  ' 
Per  100  church  members  j 

Value  of  church  property  ; 

j  126.3 
1  82.3 

!*p8, 06^,116 

76.0  1  97.9 
91.3  Ih.h 

2U5,U50  265,000 

121.2 
82,0 

8,57U.566 

Average                                    i  jl^  10,752 

i  1 

Pastors'  salaries  paid                j  j$  li[iit,062 

a,8l3 
17,951 

h,iui 

29,568 

9,913 
U91,58l 

Average  per  charge                  j  \  1,96U 
Per  member                              1 1$  3,85 

-  Ii 

352 
I1.25 

\62 
3.51 

1,758 
3.82 

'"'Source:    Conference  Journals 


PART  ONE 


COMFERE^TCE-^/IDE  STATISTICS 
Additions  to  Membership,  Churches  ^er  Charge 

It  is  seen  that  more  than  ninety  percent  of  the  membership  was  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,    The  data  of  the  three  denominations 
are  not  comparable  due  to  differences  in  report  forms,  subsequently  con- 
ference-wide studies  prior  to  unification  are  confined  to  the  Journals  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,    Trends  were  noted  in  a  study  of 
the  Conference  Journals  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  for  1928 
and  1937,  and  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  19U7. 

It  was  found  that  the  average  number  of  churches  per  charge  was  3*3 
in  1928,  but  dropped  to  3.2  in  1937  and  2,9  in  I9ii7,    On  the  other  hand, 
average  membership  per  charge  increased  from  511.2  in  1928  to  56U  in  1937 
and  613  in  19l;7.    See  Table  II, 


\ 
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Table  II.  Additions  per  100  members,  by  momber  of  churches  per  charge,  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  1^28  and  1937, 
and  The  Methodist  Church,  19li7, 


Churches  oer  Charce: 

1 

2 

1928 

3 

5 

6-plus 

Total 
3*3 

NiMttber  of  charges 

i  57 

29 

27 

51 

36  1 

26 

I  226 

1 606  2 

'  ?77  8 

i  )i72-6 

■  '311-2 

Received  on  profess-  | 

ion  of  faith 

1035 

!  hSh 

;  U63 

!  805 

851 

ii80 

i  ii098 

Same,  per  100  memb.  | 

3.0 

i  3.3 

li.3 

3.1 

1  3.5 

Reed,  b2/  cert,  and 

otherwise  : 

1588 

\  h08 

1  202 

!  367 

387 

170 

i  3122 

Same,  per  100  memb. 

1 

ii.6 

:  3.9 

! 

J 

1.9 

1.1 

'  2.8 

1 

1937 


Churches  f-'er  Charge; 


6-plus 


Total 
3.2 


Number  of  charges 
Average  membership 
Received  on  profess- 
ion of  faith 
Same,  per  100  memb. 
Reed,  by  cert,  and 

other"wise 
Same,  per  100  memb. 


19ii7 

1 

Total  i 

Churches  per  Charge: 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6-plus 

2,9  1 

 ^' 1 

Number  of  charges  j 

80 

35 

i  ! 
'      iiO  1 

U7  i 

a3 

19 

26U  1 

Average  membership  i 

723 

Uio 

;  ^93  i 

6U3 

6h8 

729 

613 

Received  on  profess-  | 

ion  of  faith  j 

1588  I 

I430 

'    6lii  i 

653  i 

717 

398 

UiOO 

Same,  per  100  memb,  i 

2,8  ; 

3.0 

\    3.1  i 

2.2  1 

2.6 

2.9 

2.7 

Reed,  by  cert,  and  [ 

otherwise  \ 

2319  i 

609 

678  ! 

751  i 

239 

U9II1 

Same,  per  100  memb,  ! 

U.o  1 

1 

U.2 

i  3.U  ; 

i  i 

2.5  1 

i 
1 

1.7 

1.7 

3.0 

See  Chart  I 
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In  1928,  the  largest  average  membership  was  in  station  charges,  and 
the  smallest  in  two-church  charges,    "''•/hile  average  circuit  membership 
was  found  to  increase  consistently  with  the  nximber  of  churches  per  charge 
the  only  circuits  having  more  members  per  charge  than  stations  both  in 
1937  and  I9U7  were  those  of  six  or  more  churches* 

Members  received  on  profession  of  faith  and  by  certificate  are  shown 
by  the  number  of  churches  per  charge  in  Table  II,    This  table  also  shows 
the  number  received  by  each  method  and  in  each  size-of -charge  group  for 
every  100  members.    This  is  shown  graphically  in  Chart  I,  ' 


\ 
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\x 
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U 
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stations  received  more  members  by  certificate  than  on  profession 
of  faith  in  every  year  studied^  In  1928  all  other  charges  received 
more  members  on  profession  than  by  certificate r  This  was  not  true  in 
later  years.  Stations  and  half -stations  received  more  by  certificate 
in  1937;  three-point  charges  received  exactly  the  same  number  by  each 
method,  -sdiile  circuits  of  four  or  more  churches  still  received  a 
majority  of  their  recruits  on  profession. 

This  trend  continued  in  19U7«    In  that  year,  only  those  charges 
having  five  or  more  churches  received  more  members  on  profession  of 
faith  than  by  certificate.    Churches  in  every  group  received  fewer 
members  on  profession  per  100  church  members  in  I9hl  than  in  1928, 
and  in  I9ij.7  in  the  entire  conference  more  members  were  received  by 
certificate  than  on  profession  of  faith. 

It  is  said  frequently  that  people  are  recruited  for  the  church  in 
the  country  and  transfer  their  membership  when  they  move  to  town. 
According  to  the  above  data,  this  source  of  urban  church  membership 
is  steadily  failing. 

Pastors'  Salaries 

Average  pastors'  salaries  dropped  from  4pl,96ii  in  1928  to  ^^1,661 
in  1937,  but  rose  to  $2,621  in  I9k7*    Table  III  shows  for  each  ten-year 
interval  the  number  of  charges  within  various  salary  ranges.    The  first 
of  each  pair  of  columns  shows  the  amount  paid  by  the  charges  and  the 
second  shows  the  amount  including  salary  supplement. 
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Table  Pastors'  salaries  paid  by  charges.  North  Carolina  Conference, 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  1928  and  1937,  and  The  Methodist 
Church,  I9h?. 

The  second  column  in  each  pair  includes  supplementary  salaries 


1928 

1937 

19ii7 

Inol  Pd 

Inrl  Bd- 

Incl- 

A.i  IV  J-  • 

Number  of 

Paid  by 

of  Miss. 

Paid  by 

of  Misso 

Paid  by 

Sust, 

Charf^es  paying 

Charge 

Appro , 

Charp^e 

Appro ^ 

Charge 

Fund 

$      0  —  .$  ii99 

1 

0 

u 

3 

3 

2 

500  —  999 

25 

7 

29 

19 

11 

7 

1  nnn  _    i )  i  qq 

XVJVJVJ  — ~  Xi477 

36 

lil 

59 

2k 

16 

59 

/Co 

o7 

70 

20 

35 

2000  —  2U99 

52 

62 

35 

37 

51 

5U 

c^KjKj  — •  cyyy 

23 

11 

11 

60 

62 

13 

13 

11 

11 

iiO 

al 

3500  —  3999 

8 

8 

6 

6 

12 

12 

liOOO  — -  liQQQ 

7 

7 

2 

2 

23 

23 

puuu  — —  Oyyy 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

6000  and  over 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Not  reporting 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Total  1 

226 

226 

226 

26h 

1 

T 

L 

ess  those  not  reporting  262 

2o2 

Median 

#193d 

$1661 

$1712 

$2629 

?26U9 

Average  ] 

i 

19ou 

^Oo9 

1699 

1730 

26Uii 

2725 

(Av,  per  member  i 

#3.76 

$3.01 

$U.31) 

i.  Av     "Hpr  mpnbpT*  ' 

all  purposes  i 
-■ -"- "■■ "  ■■" 

13 -py 

9.1i7 

$18.30) 

Summary 

Charges  pairing: 

Under  $1500 

62 

i;8 

92 

81 

38 

25 

percent 

27.U 

21,3 

iiO.S 

35.8 

1U.5 

9.5 

i$l500-$2u99 

111 

12U 

102 

113 

79 

89 

percent 

U9.1 

5U.8 

ii5.o 

50.0 

30.2 

3ii.o 

$2500-$3999 

ii5 

28 

28 

112 

115 

percent 

19,5 

19.9 

12.U 

12.U 

U2.7 

U3.9 

$U000  and  over 

9 

9 

\x 

h 

33 

33 

percent  j 

! 

U.o 

U.O 

1.8 

1.8 

12.6 

12.6 

See  Chart  II 
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In  1928  there  were  sixty-two  charges  which  paid  less  than  '^l^OO 
per  year  on  pastor's  salary.    With  the  addition  of  supplementary  salary 
from  the  Board  of  Missions,  this  number  was  reduced  to  forty-eight. 
Ninety-two  charges  paid  less  than  ijJlSOO  in  193 7 >  but  the  supplements 
lifted  eleven  of  that  number  into  the  next  bracket.    In  19^7  only 
thirty-eight  charges  paid  less  than  $1^00j  the  number  was  reduced  to 
twenty-five  with  the  assistance  of  the  Sustentation  Fund, 

Median  and  average  salaries  are  shown  for  each  of  the  three  years, 
without  and  with  the  salary  supplement. 

Contributions  per  member  for  pastor's  salary  and  for  all  purposes 
declined  in  1937>  but  rose  to  new  high  levels  in  19U7,  Contributions 
per  member  were  over  twenty-five  percent  higher  in  19U7  than  in  1928, 
while  per-member  contributions  for  all  purposes  were  almost  doubled. 

Chart  II  shows  the  salary  paid  by  charges  in  four  ranges  for  1928, 
1937,  and  19ii7. 


\ 
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CHART  II 


Pastor's  Salary  Paid  by  Charges 
M.  E.  Chiorchj  South    Methodist  Church 
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19.5  \M, 

W 

U9.1 


Median 


:tl936 


1 

27.Ii 

-yyy 

1937 


1.8r 


12.^ 


UO.8 


\ 


yy 


.661 


19^7 


2629 


100 


30,2 


ia.5 


V 
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Percent  of  changes  paying  under 


$1500 


Percent  of  charges  payin^ 


«  11500  -  %  2U99 


Percent  of  charges  paying  -  -      $2500  -  #3999 


Percent  of  charges  paying  -  —  —  $U000  and  over 


1-t- 
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Property  Valuation 


Table  IV.  Value  of  church  buildings,  equipment  and  land,  N,  C,  Conference, 
M.  E,  Church,  South,  1928  and  1937,  and  The  Methodist  Chiirch,  19U7» 


1  oil? 

J.7U  1 

±.ycv 

1  Oli7 

Number  of  churches 

750 

721 

788 

Not  reporting. 

or  none 

129 

18 

15 

Number  in  this  study- 

621 

703 

773 

Number  having  value  of: 

Percent 

! 
t 

ft          n  _  Ik 

ooo 

777 

h9 

32 

9 

7.8 

1.2 

J.UUU  — 

T  OOO 

107 

lUl 

71 

17.2 

20.1 

9.2 

9000 

li;7 

153 

99 

23.7 

21,8 

12,8 

3000  - 

3999 

89 

9h 

loU 

111.  3 

13.5 

ilOOO  - 

ii999 

38 

hS 

71 

6,1 

e.h 

9.2 

5000  - 

9999 

98 

106 

170 

15.8 

15.1 

22.0 

10,000  - 

19,999 

35 

56 

llh\ 

o»y 

0  A 
9.0 

20,000  - 

214,999 

8 

13 

3hf 

25,000  - 

U9,999 

17 

31 

I  1 

50,000  - 

7li,999 

11 

11 

25  ^ 

5.8 

7.2 

10.9 

75,000  - 

99,999 

7 

9 

11  J 

100,000  - 

199,999 

11 

8 

- 

200,000  - 

299,999 

1 

2 

n 

300,000  - 

399,999 

1 

0 

0 

>  2.ii 

1.6 

2,1 

ii00,000  - 

U99,999 

1 

0 

1  ! 

500,000  - 

599,999 

1 

2 

1  ^ 

Average'"' 

$10,752 

11,238 

lii,286 

Median 

3,090 

3,277 

5,U65 

''^From  totals  published  in 

Conference 

Journals 

■1 

OlMJLATIVE  TABLES 

Total  number 

having  valuation 

under  % 

1,000 

h9 

32 

9 

7.8 

I4.5 

1.2 

2,000 

156 

173 

80 

25.2 

2h,6 

10,3 

3,000 

303 

326 

179 

148.8 

I46.I4 

23.2  ■ 

ll,000 

392 

U20 

283 

63.2 

59.9 

36.6 

5,000 

ii30 

U65 

35ii 

69.2 

66,3 

I45.8 

10,000 

528 

571 

52ii 

85.0 

8l.It 

67.8 

20,000 

563 

627 

638 

90.3 

89.2 

82.3 

25,000 

571 

6I4O 

672 

92.0 

91.2 

87.0 

50,000 

588 

671 

721 

9ii.5 

95.6 

93*3 

75,000 

599 

682 

7U6 

96.3 

97.1 

96.5 

100,000 

606 

691 

757 

97.6 

98.14 

97.9 

200,000 

617 

699 

766 

99.3 

99.5 

99.1 

300,000 

618 

701 

771 

99.I4 

99.8 

99.8 

UOOjOOO 

619 

701 

771 

99,6 

99.8 

99.8 

500,000 

620 

701 

772 

99.7 

99.8 

99.9 

600,000 

621 

0 

_  773 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

See  Chart  III 

-  11  - 


Value  of  church  buildings,  equipment  and  land  shows  an  increase 
of  approximately        percent  between  1923  and  193 7,  as  is  seen  in 
Table  Tim    This  increased  another  2?  percent  between  1937  and  I9kl» 

Average  value  of  property  in  1928  was  ;|ilC,752,  increasing  to 
$1U,286,  or  a  total  increase  of  32,9  percent,  by  19U7«    During  the 
same  period,  however,  the  median  value,  —  the  mid-.point  which  exactly 
divides  the  total  number,  with  one-half  above  and  one-half  below  that 
point,  —  increased  76«9  percent,  rising  from  $3,090  to  $5,U65»  This 
shows  that  the  greatest  amount  of  increase  was  in  the  smaller  churches* 
The  Duke  Endowment  has  made  contributions  to  a  large  number  of  these 
cases,  and  it  is  evident  from  the  above  data  that  most  of  the  aid  from 
this  source  has  gone  to  the  smaller  churches # 

In  1928,  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  churches  in  the  conference 
69*2  percent,  had  property  valuation  of  less  than  $5^000,    This  group 
contained  only  66«1  percent  of  the  churches  in  1937,  and  h5*8  percent, 
or  less  than  one— half  the  total  number  in  19hlm    It  was  observed  that 
in  each  of  the  intervening  years  sufficient  amounts  were  reported  under 
"Amount  raised  for  Buildings  and  Improvements"  to  indicate  that  these 
values  represent  actual  improvements  and  not  inflated  estimates. 

The  first  part  of  Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  churches  in  various 
ranges  of  valuation  at  the  three  ten-year  intervals,  while  the  second 
part  displays  the  same  information  in  percentages.    In  addition,  cumu- 
lative tables  are  given  which  shoir  both  the  number  and  percent  of 
churches  having  valuation  below  a  given  amount  in  each  of  the  three 
years  studied. 
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CHART  III 

Value  of  Church  Building,  Equipment  and  Land 
M.  E.  Church..  Sov.th    Methodist  Church 


1928 


5.7 
22.7 

69.2 


.0/ 

m 


1937 

% 


25.1  i-Vv^ 


66.1 

■  i 


// 


19li7 


2.1  -irp.! 
10.9 

>y//\ 


U1.2 


i 


100 

( 
I 


Legend 


Percent  of  churches  with  property 

value  under  $  5,000 


Percent 

of  churches  with  property 

value 

 l_    1  5,000  - 

2b, 999 

Percent 

of  churches  with  property 

value 

  25,000 

99,999 

Percent  of  churches  with  property 


value 


$100,000  and  over 
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PART  TO 

i 

RURAL  CHURCHES 


Methodology 

The  next  step  in  the  study  is  related  to  individual  rural  churches. 
Churches  reported  in  1928  were  listed  on  double~entry  ledger  paper  having 
eight  pairs  of  parallel  columns.    In  the  first  column  in  each  pair  the 
following  information  was  entered  for  each  church:    number  of  members, 
number  received  on  profession  of  faith,  number  enrolled  in  church  school, 
value  of  property,  amount  paid  pastor,  amount  of  to^-al  expenditures, 
and  number  of  churches  per  charge.    It  was  necessary  to  find  the  per- 
centage of  the  salary  which  was  paid  to  the  pastor  from  the  table  by 
charges  and  calculate  that  item  for  each  church  on  the  charge,  since  in 
1928  this  item  was  combined  with  Presiding  Elder's  salary  and  division 
was  made  on  a  percentage  basis.    This  percentage  was  not  uniform  for  the 
conference  nor  in  any  district,  but  the  results  are  approximately  correct. 

The  same  information  was  then  found  in  the  19hl  Journal  and  tran- 
scribed in  the  second  column  of  each  pair,    l^ereas  the  first  entries 
were  made  by  districts  and  charges  in  1928,  it  was  necessary  to  write 
in  the  eighth  double  column  the  present  location  of  each  church,  due 
to  numerous  changes  in  district  and  charge  lines.    The  names  of  several 
churches  had  been  changed.    Figures  for  19ii7  were  entered  only  for  those 
churches  having  complete  reports  for  1928* 


\ 
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In  some  cases  of  churches  reported  in  19^7  but  not  in  1928,  it  was 
found  that  they  were  reported  in  1929^  and  these  figures  were  substituted. 
Likewise,  a  few  which  were  reported  in  1928  were  either  not  reported  or 
incomplete  in  19h7 }  but  the  information  could  be  obtained  from  the  l9i;6 
Journals,  and  in  these  cases  the  19U6  figures  were  usedc 

Several  pastors  failed  to  make  reports  by  churches  in  1928,  while 
a  few  other  reports  were  incomplete.    Complete  reports  were  found  for 
578  churches  for  that  year?    In  19U7,  reports  were  made  for  676  rural 
churches,  but  many  of  these  were  formerly  Methodist  Episcopal  or 
Methodist  Protestant  Churches,,  with  no  comparable  data  for  1928,  Some 
churches,  meanwhile,  had  been  discontinued,,  and  others  had  been  or£;anized. 
Others  had  reports  lacking  in  19U7. 

A  total  of  515  rural  churches  were  found  to  have  complete  reports 
for  the  two  end-years  of  the  study.    The  information  for  each  of  these 
was  then  transcribed  to  8  x  3  cards,  which  had  been  printed  for  the 
purpose.    These  cards  contain  columns  also  for  five-year  intervals, 
1932,  1937,  and  I9U2,  as  well  as  blank  space  for  name  of  the  county 
and  other  social  and  economic  data  as  it  may  be  desired  to  add  in  later 
studies. 

After  all  the  cards  had  been  filled  in  for  1928  and  19h7 t  they  were 
rechecked  against  the  printed  Conference  Journals  for  correction  of  errors 
made  in  copying 9 

Two  arrays  were  made  of  the  churches,  the  first  on  the  basis  of 
membership  and  the  second  on  the  valuation  of  property^    Other  arrays 
were  not  made  at  this  time,  since  the  totals  are  shown  in  certain 
correlation  tables  which  follow. 
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Parity 


These  5l5  rural  churches  contained  53*0  percent  of  the  membership 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in  1928,    If  all  the  churches  had  been 
equal  in  all  items,  these  churches  ^vould  have  had  the  same  percentage 
of  each  of  the  factors  studied  as  their  percentage  of  membership.  Since 
this  "was  not  the  case,  a  study  was  made  to  determine  the  relative  activity 
and  strength  of  the  churches  of  this  study  in  five  items,  namely:  / 
members  received  on  profession  of  faith,  church  school  enrollment, 
property  value,  pastor's  salary,  and  total  eTcpenditures, 

The  picture  cannot  be  considered  as  altogether  valid,  as  not  all 
the  rural  chxjrches  of  the  conference  are  included.  It  is  near  enough 
complete  to  give  some  idea  of  the  trends.    See  Table  V,  " 

Table  V,    Parity  of  5l5  Rural  Churches,  M,  E.  Church,  South,  1928,  and 
The  Methodist  Church,  19U7,  on  five  items  on  the  basis  of  membership, 

1928  19h7  Percent 

Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent  I9hl 

of  Conf .    of  of  Conf,    of  is  of 


Total 

Parity 

Total 

Parity 

1928 
Paritv 

Membership 

i  53.0 

1 

100,0 

U6.9 

100,0 

Member  Reed,  on 
Prof,  of  Faith 

1 

57. U 

108,3 

U6,l 

98,3 

90,8 

Ch.  Sch.  Enroll- 
ment 

h9.2 

92,8 

103.2 

112,3 

Property  Value 

28.6 

5U.0 

35.6 

75.9^ 

IUO.6 

Pastor's  Salary 

1x7.7 

90.0 

U2.9 

91.5 

101.7 

Total  Expenditvires 

3U.2 

'ii-  ■  ■ 

6U,5 

36.0 

76.7 

118.9 
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The  first  of  each  pair  of  columns  is  the  percentage  of  the  indicated 
item  which  was  found  in  the  SlS  rural  churches  of  the  study.    If  these 
churches  had  had  the  same  average  on  each  item  as  the  conference  as  a 
whole,  the  respective  percentages  would  have  been  the  same  as  the  per- 
centage of  membership,  and  "parity"  would  be  100  percent  in  each  case» 
The  second  in  each  pair  of  columns  shows  the  variation  in  each  item  from 
this  amount. 

Column  5  shows  the  change  within  the  5l5  rural  churches  of  parity 
itself,  or  the  approach  in  each  item  to  the  conference  norm. 

These  churches  received  57 .U  percent  of  all  additions  on  profession 
of  faith  in  1928.    Since  they  had  only  53*0  percent  of  the  membership 
of  the  conference,  it  is  evident  that  they  gained  more  than  their  pro- 
portionate share  of  recruits*    By  dividing  57»U,  their  percentage  of 
additions,  by  53.0,  their  percentage  of  membership,  the  result  is  108,3, 
which  is  their  percent  of  parity  on  this  item.    Likewise^  these  churches 
had  U9»2  percent  of  the  enrollment  in  church  schools  in  the  conference, 
which  is  found  to  be  92.8  percent  of  parity,  or  of  the  number  they  should 
have  had  to  equal  the  average  for  the  conference. 

Parity  is  established  for  these  items  also  in  19U7*  Trtien  these 
churches  had  146,9  percent  of  the  conference  membership.    Percentage  of 
parity  was  increased  during  the  period  in  all  items  except  members 
received  on  profession  of  faithj  this  was  the  only  item  above  parity  in 
1928,    The  increase  in  pastor's  salary  was  very  slight  in  comparison  with 
the  conference  as  a  whole.    Favorable  increases  are  shown  in  the  other 
items.    These  figures  demonstrate  that  rural  churches  are  conforming 
more  nearly  to  the  normal  pattern. 


\ 
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Rural  Membership 


Table  VI.    Membership  of  515  Rural  Methodist  Churches  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  J  arrayed  by  size  of  membership,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
1928,  and  The  Methodist  Church,  19hl * 


Churches 

having 

Churches  with  Number 

of  Churches 

member- 

membership 

Percent 

ship 

Cumulative 

percent 

between: 

1928 

19U7 

1928 

19l;7 

under : 

1928 

19ii7 

0  - 

h9 

78 

ii8 

15.2 

9.3 

50 

15.2 

9.3 

50  - 

7h 

9k 

66 

18.2 

12.8 

75 

33.  U 

22.1 

75  - 

99 

83 

63 

16.1 

12,2 

100 

U9.5 

3h,3 

100  - 

12h 

65 

56 

12,6 

10,9 

125 

62,1 

kS.2 

125  - 

l^Q 

55 

19 

10.7 

15.3 

150 

72.8 

60.5 

150  - 

17ii 

k3 

56 

8.3 

10.9 

175 

81.1 

71. U 

175  - 

199 

2h 

30 

h,l 

5.8 

200 

85.8 

77.2 

200  - 

2k9 

31 

57 

7.2 

11.1 

250 

93.0 

88.3 

250  - 

299 

22 

25 

I4.3 

.  i;.8 

300 

97.3 

93.1 

300  - 

399 

10 

2h 

1*9 

h.l 

hoo 

99.2 

97.8 

IlOO  - 

h99 

U 

6 

0.6 

1.2 

500 

100.0 

99.0 

500  - 

S99 

0 

5 

0.0 

1.0 

600 

100.0 

Total 

^1^ 

^1^ 

100,0 

100.0 

Median 

101.5 

132.9 

Average 

118.9 

llt7.7 

Average  membership  of  rural  churches  was  116,9  in  1928,  and  increased 


to  1U7.7  by  1947.    Seventy-ei^ht  churches  had  less  than  fifty  members  in 
1928;  in  I9I47  only  US  had  so  small  a  membership.    Only  four  churches  had 
as  many  as  I4OO  members  in  1928,  and  none  had  as  many  as  500  members.  In 
I9ii7,  six  had  membership  of  between  liOO  and  k99 ,  and  five  had  500  or  more 
members. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  I928  some  of  these  churches  may 
have  been  comparatively  new,  while  in  19hl  none  could  have  been  less 
than  twenty  years  old,  having  been  reported  in  I928.    Comparison  with 
Table  II,  however,  shows  that  the  average  membership  in  the  entire 
conference  carried  the  same  trend  as  these  515  churches. 
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Rural  Property  Valuation 

Table  VII.    Value  of  property  of  515  rural  churches,  N.  C,  Conference, 
Arrayed  in  order  of  value,  M,  E,  Church,  oouth,  1928,  and  The  Methodist 
Church,  19U7. 


Churches  with 
property  value 

Number  of 
churches 
1928  19li7 

Percent 
1928  19li7 

Churches 

having 

property 

value 

under 

Cumulative 
percent 

1928  19li7 

%       0  - 
1,000  - 
2,000  - 

■1p  999 
1,999 
2,999 

31 
I0I4 

130 

9 
i|8 

7I4 

6.0 

20. ii 
26.3 

1.8 
9.3  i 
1U.3  j 

i 

■'^  1,000 
2,000 
3,000 

6.0 

26. 14 
52.7 

1.8 
11.1 
25.ii 

3,000  - 
ii,000  - 

5,000  - 

3,999 
U,999 
5,999 

80 
36 

39 

80 
50 
57 

15.5 
7.0 
7.5 

15.5  1 
9.7 
11.1 

It,  000 

5,000 

6,000 

68.2 
75.2 
82.7 

140.0 
50.6 

61.7  1 

6,000  - 
10,000  - 

15,000  - 

9,999 
lh,999 
19,999 

I43 
17 
11 

70 
53 
23 

8.3 
3.3 
2.2 

13.6 
10.3 
I4.5 

1  n  ODD 

15,000 

20,000 

91.0  ■ 

9l;.3 

96.5 

75.0  1 
85.6  i 

90.1  j 

20,000  - 
30,000  - 
1|0,000  - 

29,999 
39,999 
149,999 

I 

1  ^ 

32 

h 
9 

1.6 
0.6 
0,7 

6.2 
0.7 
1.8 

30,000 
140,000 
50,000 

98.1 
98,7 
99.Ii 

96.3  i 
97.0  i 
98.8  i 

50,000  - 

60,000  - 

S9i999 
69,999 

1 

i  3 
 0 

3 
3 

0.6 
0.0 

0.6 
0.6 

60,000 
70,000 

100.0 

1 

99.I1 
100.0 

Total 

515 

515 

100.0 

100.0 

Median 
Average 

$2,90ii 
ii,i485 

$ii,9l40 
7,787 

i 

j 

c  ■ 

\ 
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Property  valuation  is  shown  in  Table  Vll,    Average  value  increased 
from  $h,hQS  in  1928  to  17,78?  in  19U7,  a  gain  of  73.6  percent.  Increase 
in  median  value  was  70,1  percent,  from  •!r2,90)4  to  $U,9U0,  during  the 
same  period.    Comparison  with  Table  IV  shows  that  the  percentage  of 
increase  in  average  value  of  rural  churches  was  more  than  twice  the 
percentage  of  increase  (3 2 #9)  of  the  entire  conference. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  median  value  in  the  conference 
increased  76,9  percent  (see  Table  IV),  which  was  higher  than  the 
increase  in  rural  churches,  and  yet  the  average  value  increased  more  in 
rural  churches.    More  than  one-half  of  the  actual  increase  in  value  of 
property  in  the  conference  was  in  these  515  rural  churches,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  the  niomber  of  churches  in  the  conference  by 
almost  25  percent. 

Only  eighteen  of  the  5l5  rural  ch^irches  in  1926  were  valued  at 
$20,000  or  over J  in  I9a7  the  number  was  fifty-one,  or  ten  percent  of  the 
total  number.    The  number  of  those  valued  at  between  $iiO,000  and  $i;9, 999 
increased  from  four  to  nine.    No  rural  church  in  1928  had  valuation  as 
high  as  $60,000;  three  were  at  or  abov$  that  figure  in  I9ii7« 
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PART  THREE 


CORRELATION 
Chant;es  in  Property  Value 

Calculation  was  made  of  the  change  in  value  of  property  of  each  of 
the  515  rural  churches.    It  was  found  that  }6l  had  increased  in  value  in 
the  total  amount  of  AJl, 891^210,  or  more  than  $5^000  each.    The  same 
valuation  was  listed  for  U8  churches  in  both  I928  and  19i;7,  while  IO6 
had  decreased  in  value  'i?190,750,  or  an  average  of  $1,800  each.  Total 
valuation  in  I928  was  !?2,309,750i  and  in  19^7  the  same  churches  had  total 
valuation  of  11)14,010,210,    This  was  an  increase  of  jil, 700,1460,  or  73 
percent,  _ 

An  array  was  made  of  these  churches  in  descending  order  of  percent 
of  change  in  value  of  property,  and  was  divided  into  nine  groups  of 

convenient  size.    Six  of  these  groups  contained  those  churches  which 
gained  in  valuation,  one  was  made  up  of  those  having  no  change,  and  two 

groups  contained  those  showing  a  loss.    Group  totals  are  shown  in  Table 
VIII,    Sixty-two  churches  had  an  increased  valuation  of  over  3OO  percent, 
gaining  almost  one  million  dollars  in  value. 

The  tabulation  cards  were  used  in  making  this  array,  and  these  were 
then  copied  in  that  order  on  columnar  paper,  showing  every  item  for  each 
church  in  I928  and  I9i|7.    Studies  were  then  made  to  determine  what  re- 
lationship, if  any  existed  between  the  change  in  value  of  property  and 
change  in  other  items.    The  hypothesis  that  such  relationship  exists 
was  confirmed  in  every  case,    V/hen  a  third  factor  was  introduced  in 
multiple  correlation,  as  size  of  church  membership  into  the  relation 
between  church  school  enrollment  and  value  of  property,  the  trend  still 
followed  the  value-of -property  pattern. 

Churches  are  grouped  as  in  Table  VIII  in  all  succeeding  tables  of 
this  study, 
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Table  VIII,    Change  in  value  of  5l5  Rural  Churches,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  1928,  and  The  Methodist  Church,  19h7,  North  Carolina 
Conference,  arrayed  in  order  of  change  in  value  1928-19U7* 


Groups  1-6  show  churches  with  increase  in  value* 

Group  7  shows  churches  with  same  value. 

Groups  8-9  show  churches  with  decrease  in  value. 


Number  of 

Value 

Value 

Net 

Group 

%  Gain  churches 

1928 

19U7 

Change 

1 

2 
3 

■  h 
5 
6 

Total  1-6 
7 

8 
9 

Total  8-9 
Grand  Total 


over  300 
200  -  300 
101  -  199 
66  -  100 
33  -  65 
1-32 


No  change 
%  loss 
1-27 
28  -  100 


62 

$1 
S2 
66 
66 
58 

361 

I48 

53 
53 

106 

515 


im,2oo 

U76,li60 
157,750 
208,550 
225,800 
385,900 

1,229,^00 

1^05,000 

39l,U50 
283,900 

675,350 

2,309,750 


1,079,700 

339,260 
Uoo,ooo 
381,050 
329,200 
U5U,200 

3,120,610 

ii05,ooo 

333,900 
150,700 

i|8l4,600 
U, 010, 210 


Total  net  gain  in  value  of  property 


%  965,500 
2U2,250 
2i|2,250 
172,500 
103,ii00 
68,300 

1,891,210 

0 

57,550 
133,200 

190,750 

1,700,1460 

 73.6fo 
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Changes  in  Membership  and  Valuation 


Table  IX,  Change  in  Membership  of  5l5  Rural  Methodist  Churches,  North 
Carolina  Conference,  1928-19li7,  arrayed  in  order  of  change  in  value  of 
property,    (Grouped  as  in  Table  VIII,) 


t 

Percent 

Membership 

Percent 

Number  of 

Percent  of 

having 

I9hl  is 

churches 

churches 

no 

Group 

1928  19U7 

of  1928 

Gaining  Losing 

Gaining  Losing 

change 

7,676 
6,6U5 
6,039 
7,lU7 
6,905 
7,826 


10,088 
8,312 
7,382 

9,139 
8,862 

9,835 


ii2,238  53,672 

6,959  8,373 

6,636  7,776 

$Mh  6,21^6 

12,050  111, 022 

61,2^7  76,067 


i3i.il 
125.1 
122.2 
128,6 
128.3 
125.6 

127.1 

120.3 

117.2 
115.3 

116.  Ii 
12li.2 


h9 
hk 
39 
55 
5I4 
hi 

282 
33 

3h 
35 

69 

389 


13 
13 
11 
11 
12 
16 

76 

15 

18 
17 

35 

127 


78.9 
77.2 
lk.9 
83.3 
81.7 
70.7 

78.1 

68.8 

6U.0 
66.0 

65.1 

Ik.k 


21.1 

22.8 
21.2 
16.7 

18.3 
27.6 

21,1 

31.2 

3h.l 
32.1 

33.0 

2I1.7 


3.9 

0.8 

1.9 
1.9 

1.9 

0.9 


\ 
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CHART  TJ 


Change  in  Church  Membership,  I928  -  I9ii7,  of  515  Rural 
Churches  in  Relation  to  Change  in  Value  of _ Property.  


Percent 
30  3I.U 


25 
20 

15 
10 

5 
0 


Group  1 


28,3 


25.1 


22,2 


25.6 


20.3 


678 


27.1 


I6.i| 


2U,2 


1-6    8-9  Total 


CHART  V 


Gain  or  Loss  of  Membership  in  Individual  Churches 
in  Relation  to  Chan,?,e  in  Value  of  Property, 


Percent 

losing  _ 
member-|21»l 
ship 


Percent 
gaining 
member- 
ship 


78.9 


Group  1 


20 


77.2 


Percent  having  no  change  in  membership: 
16.7jl8.3|  27.6 


1 


21,2 


31,2 


3II7I 


7ti,9  83.3  81,7  70.6  68.8  614.0 
3       I      ^      6  7  T- 


32.1 


66,0 


21.1 


33.1 


78.1  65.1 


1-6  8-9 


W7f 


Total 


103; 
I 
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Changes  in  the  size  of  membership  in  each  church  in  relation  to 
change  in  value  of  property  are  shown  in  Table  IX,    Vihile  there  was  an 
increase  in  membership  in  every  group,  the  increase  was  greater  in  groups 
having  increase  in  property  valuation.    Membership  in  the  increase-in- 
value  group  rose  to  127.1  percent  of  the  1928  total.    Those  having  no 
change  in  valuation  (Group  7)  increased  20,3  percent,  to  a  total  of  120,3, 
while  the  decrease-in-value  groups  increased  only  l6,l4  percent  over  1928, 
Chart  IV  shows  change  in  total  membership. 

Greatest  increase  was  in  Group  1,  that  having  the  greatest  increase 
in  valuation,  while  the  smallest  increase  was  in  Group  9,  that  having 
the  greatest  decrease  in  valuation.    Individual  churches  which  gained 
in  membership  were  in  the  same  order  with  reference  to  the  major  grouping, 
(1-6,  .7#  and  8-9),  while  those  which  lost  in  membership  were  in  exactly 
the  reverse  order.    Gain  or  loss  in  individual  churches  is  shown  in 
Chart  V, 

One  might  assume  that  this  correlation  is  due  to  the  mobility  of 
the  population,  and  that  gain  or  loss  in  the  population  of  a  commiinity 
affects  both  value  of  church  property  and  membership,    lITiile  this  is 
of  course  true  to  some  extent,  it  is  not  the  only  reason.    In  subsequent 
tables,  the  number  of  churches  gaining  or  losing  on  each  item  is  omitted 
and  these  items  are  calculated  on  the  basis  of  membership  as  well  as 
change  in  valuation.    It  will  be  seen  that  the  relationship  is  practically 
the  same  even  with  the  introduction  of  this  third  factor. 
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New  Members  and  Change  in  Valuation 


Table  X,    Change  in  number  received  on  profession  of  faith,  5l5  Rural 
Methodist  Churches,  North  Carolina  Conference,  1^2Q"l9hl ,  arrayed  in 
order  of  change  in  value  of  property.    (Grouped  as  in  Table  VIII,) 


Number 

received  on 

Number 

profess 

3  ion 

Percent 

received 

per 

Percent 

of  faith 

I9U7  is 

Percent  of 

100  members 

I9U7  is 

of  1928 

churches 

of  1928 

Group 

1928 

19U7 

f  i;],ure 

GaininiT 

Losing 

1928 

19ii7 

figure 

1 

i  356 

291 

61.7 

i;0.3 

16.2 

i;.6 

2.9 

03.0 

2 

1  2hl 

266 

110.lt 

)43.8 

35.2 

3.6 

3.2 

88.9 

3 

180 

223 

123.8 

U2.3 

I4O.I; 

3.0 

3.0 

100.0 

h 

i  221 

237 

107.2 

39.1+ 

39. U 

3.1 

2.6 

83.9 

5 

21^7 

95.  li 

I48.5 

38.8 

3.8 

2.8 

73.9 

6 

1  271 

200 

73.8 

36.2 

36.2 

3.5 

2.0 

57,1 

1-6 

1 

1  1528 

j 

II46U 

95.8 

Ul.8 

39.1 

3.6 

2.7 

75.0 

7 

j  391 

219 

56.0 

29.2 

56.2 

5.6 

2.6 

hS.h 

8 

1  21,5 

190 

77.6 

32.0 

51.0 

3.7 

2.1t 

6U.9 

9 

i  190 

159 

63.7 

39.1; 

30.3 

3.5 

2.5 

71.i4 

8-9 

i  U35 

3h9 

80.2 

35.8 

i|0.6 

3.6 

2.5 

69.ii 

Total 

235Ii 

2032 

86.3 

39,h 

Ijl.O 

3.8 

2.7 

71.0 

Conference 

Total" 

h09Q 

iiUoo 

107.3 

3.5 

2.7 

77.1 

'"'See  Table  II 
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The  first  part  of  this  table  shows  the  actual  nuinber  of  members 
received  in  each  group  in  I928  and  in  I9h7 c    The  next  column  shows  the 
percentage  of  churches  which  added  more  in  19kl  than  in  1928,  followed 
by  the  percentage  in  each  group  which  added  fewer  members  in  19kl • 
Finally,  additions  per  100  members  is  shown  for  each  group  for  both 
years. 

These  515  churches  received  only  86,3  percent  as  many  members  on 
profession  of  faith  in  I9h7  as  in  1928,  supporting  the  conclusions 
noted  in  Table  II  and  Chart  I,    A  slight  gain  was  made  only  in  groups 
2f  3i  and       all  three  of  these  being  among  those  showing  increase  in 
value  of  property.    Table  X  reveals  that  the  smallest  decrease  was 
found  in  those  churches  having  increase  in  value,  these  receiving  95.8 
percent  as  many  members  in  19U7  as  in  1928,    Those  losing  in  valuation 
received  80,2  percent  as  many,  while  the  group  having  no  change  in 
valuation  received  only  56  percent  as  many  members  on  profession  in 
I9U7  as  in  1928. 
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CHART  VI 


Members  Received  on  Profession  of  Faith,  19hl ,  Compared  v/ith  Number 
Received  1928,  Grouped  AocordinR  to  Chanj^e  in  Value  of  Property ^ 
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lio 

100 


123 « 8 


110.  li 


oo 


90 


•H 


70 


80  ^ 

0) 
> 
•H 
0) 

^60 
I  50 


O 
-P 

c 

Q) 
O 
(i 
0) 
(In 


30 

20 
10 


0 

Group 


107*2 


_(l928__level2 


63»7 


73.8  _  77A 
56»0 


U      5      6      7      8  9 


95.8 


.  -  100 
86.3 


80,2 


1-6  8-9 


Total 


CHART  VII 


Percentage    of  Chiirches  Receiving  More  or  Less  Members  on  Profession 


Members 
received: 

fo  Increasing  r 

No  ' 
Change i 

^  Decreasing 

Ul.8 

i9_a 

39.1 

29.2 

■1 

56.2 

35.8 

23 

UO.6 

All  churches  having:  In- 
crease in  property  value. 

No  change  in  property  value 
Decrease  in  property  value. 


39. 14 


-100  % 


Total  515  churches 
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All  of  these  churches  received  a  total  of  U35  members  on  profession 
of  faith  in  I928.    This  was  3.8  additions  for  every  100  members  already 
on  roll,  and  was  higher  than  the  average  for  the  conference  as  a  whole ♦ 
In  I9U7  the  average  for  the  rural  churches  was  the  same  as  that  for  the 
conference,  but  both  had  dropped  to  2.7  additions  per  100  members. 

Greatest  increase  per  100  members  in  I928  was  in  Group  7,  the  IO6 
churches  in  which  property  value  was  to  remain  static  for  the  next  twenty 
years.    The  same  group  received  only  h^,k  percent  as  many  additions  per 
100  in  I9hl  as  in  1928, 

Churches  where  property  value  had  decreased  showed  less  evangelistic 
zeal  in  I9lt7  than  their  more  progressive  brethren,  gaining  only  2,5 
conversions  for  every  100  members.    At  the  same  time,  the  showing  for 
those  having  increased  property  value  is  marred  by  their  lowest  group. 
Reference  to  Table  VIII  shows  that  Group  6  is  made  up  of  58  churches 
whose  valuation  increased  only  from  one  to  thirty- two  percent.  This 
group  gained  only  two  converts  in  19U7  for  every  100  members. 

Several  churches  in  every  group  received  exactly  the  same  number 
of  members  in  19U7  as  in  1928,    This  "coincidence"  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  many  of  these  received  no  new  members  in  either  year.  The 
greater  part  of  these  were  in  churches  where  property  had  been  neglected 
and  declined  in  value,    (See  Chart  VII,) 


Changes  in  Church  School  Enrollment 


Table  XI «    Change  in  church  school  enrollment  in  $1$  Rural  Methodist 
Churches,  North  Carolina  Conference,  1928-19i;7,  arrayed  in  order  of 
change  in  value  of  property,    (Grouped  as  in  Table  VIII,) 


Enrollment  in 

Percent 

Enrollment  per 

Percent 

church  school 

I9U7  is 

Percent 

of 

100  members 

19U7  is 

of  1928 

churches 

of  1928 

Group 

1928 

figure 

Gaining  Losing 

1928 

19U7 

figure 

1 

567ii 

7029 

123.9 

69.k 

30.6 

73.9 

69.7 

9I1.3 

o 
c 

5162 

566U 

109.7 

Sh.h 

ii3.8 

7^  ^ 
1  z>»^ 

90.2 

3 

i;38l 

1^687 

107.0 

53.8 

U6.2 

72.5 

63.5 

87.6 

h 

5355 

6137 

llii.6 

62.3 

3U.7 

73.5 

66,8 

90.6 

5 

5061 

5638 

112.3 

I18.5 

50.0 

73.3 

6U.1 

87.ii 

A 

u 

6383 

6162 

51.8 

1^6.5 

81.6 

62,7 

76.8 

1-6 

32,022 

35,362 

110, It 

56.8 

76.0 

65.7 

86,1; 

•  •  7 

5309 

km 

92.2 

39.6 

52.1 

76.3 

58.U 

76,5 

8 

53U5 

U9I9 

92.0 

37.7 

60,1; 

80.5 

63.3 

78.6 

9 

3972 

1^020 

101.2 

ii5.3 

ii5.3 

73. li 

6ii,a 

87.7 

8-9 

9317 

8939 

95.9 

iil.5 

52.8 

77.1 

63.6 

82.5 

Total 

U6,6i|8 

105.5 

52.1 

U5.0 

76.ii 

61;.8 

8ii.8 

Conference 

Total- 

9i+,720 

102,397 

108,2 

81.9 

63.2 

77.2 

'^Source:    Conference  Journals 


Unfortunately,  two  strong  churches  lost  their  buildings  by  fire 


during  19U7.    They  were  active  in  every  respect,  but  had  to  be  placed 


in  Group  9  since  their  property  valuation  covered  only  the  value  of 


the  lot*    This  accounts  for  the  apparent  inconsistency  in  some  of  the 


correlation. 
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CHART  VIII 


Change  in  Church  School  Enrolljnent  by  Change  in  Value  of  Property, 


120 
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123.9 


109.7 


llU.6 


107.0 


.112.3 


UOji 


j(1928  levell  _  iQla2 
'        !92.2  92>0 


95.9 


1-6  8-9 


105.5 


100' 


Total 


CHART  IX 


Percentage  of  Churches  Having  Gain  or  Loss  in  Church  School 
Enrollment J  by  Change  in  Value  of  Property. 


Ch.  Sch, 


56.8                   (lUi.U  kloQ 

39.6 

8,.3;: 

52.1 

Ul.5 

:;5.7 

52.8 

Increased  valuation. 

No  change  in  valuation. 
Decreased  valuation. 


<^2.9 

U5.0 

^  

 100  %  

-  -  -  -  -^1 

Total  515  churches 
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Church  school  enrollment  increased  most  in  churches  which  had 
continued  to  provide  for  growth  needs  by  improving  their  property,  as 
shown  in  increased  valuation. 

Churches  having  increased  property  valuation  gained  10. U  percent, 
while  all  others  lost  a  total  of  k»7  percent.    More  churches  gained 
than  lost  in  enrollment  during  the  period,  but  this  increase  also  was 
altogether  in  the  groups  with  increased  valuation.    Fifteen  churches 
had  the  same  enrollment  (or  none)  in  I9UI  as  in  1928, 

Enrollment  per  100  church  members  Tias  less  in  every  group  in  19h7 
than  in  1928,    Total  enrollment  dropped  from  76, U  per  100  members  in 
1928  to  6U,8  per  100  members  in  191^7 ♦    This  was  8I4.8  percent  of  the 
earlier  ratio. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  increased  its  church  school  enroll- 
ment 8,2  percent  between  I928  and  19U7,  as  compared  with  an  increase 
of  5e5  percent  in  rural  churches.    Conference-wide  enrollment  per  100 
church  members,  however,  suffered  a  greater  decrease  than  was  observed 
in  rural  churches.    Rural  churches  enrolled  81;, 8  percent  as  many  persons 
per  100  church  members  in  I9ij.7  as  in  1928,  while  the  entire  conference 
had  only  77 e 2  percent  as  many  enrolled  per  100  members.    Rural  churches 
were  below  the  conference  ratio  in  I928  but  above  it  in  I9ii7,    It  is 
evident  that  increased  equipment,  rooms,  and  other  facilities  are 
helping  rural  churches  to  hold  their  own  in  meeting  the  needs  of  their 
young  people. 


\ 
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Changes  in  Salaries  and  Valuation 


Table  XII,    Changes  in  amount  of  pastors'  salaries  paid  by  $1$  Rural  Methodist 
Churches,  North  Carolina  Conference,  1928-I9l;7,  arrayed  in  order  of  change  in 
value  of  property,    (Grouped  as  in  Table  VIII, ) 


Group 

Amount  paid  on 
pastors'  salaries 

1928  19U7 

Percent 
19U7  is 

ox   xy C.KJ 
figure 

Percent  of 
churches  showing 
Increase  Decrease 

Salary  paid 
per  member 

1928  I9I47 

Percent 
I9ii7  is 

figure 

1 
2 
3 

h 
5 
6 

1 

j     27,919  1  10,562 
1    19,111  30,086 
21,klh  30,021 
22,1^02  3h,13Q 
21,810  30,Oi;7 
30,585  iil,Ul3 

i57.il 
139.8 
155.1 
137.8 
i35.il 

83.9 

82. li 
66.6 
-  86.3 
78.8 

8)4.5 

16.1 
17.6 
13  *U 
13.7 

18.2""" 

15.5 

$3.6J4  .fpi4.32 
2.68  3.62 
3.56  i;.07 
3.13  3.78 
3.16  3.39 
3.91  ii.21 

i-xO.il 

125.7 

nil. 3 
120.8 

107.3 

107.7 

1-6 

lli3,301 

209,867 

lii6.5 

83.6 

15.8'''" 

3.39 

3.91 

115.3 

7 

22,Oii8 

30,807 

139.7 

83.3 

li4.6''" 

3.17 

3.66 

115.5 

CO  0\ 

28,351 
18,297 

36,713 
23,518 

129.5 
128.5 

67.9 
66.0 

30.3": 
32,1""' 

ii.27 
3.38 

ii.72 
3.77 

110.5 
111.5 

8-9 

U6,6U8 

60,231 

129.1 

66.0 

31.2" 

3.87 

U.29 

110.9 

Total 

211,997 

300,905 

liil.9 

80.2 

18. 7'' 

3.1^6 

3.96 

illi.il 

Conference 
TotaK 

.mU,062 

697,929 

157.2 

3.8ii 

I1.3I 

112,2 

^''One  or  more  churches  in  these  groups  paid  same  amount  in  I928  and  19ii7, 
^Source:    Conference  Journals 
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Increase  in  pastors'  salaries  showed  less  variation  than  was  seen 
in  the  other  items.    Table  XII  shows  a  total  increase  of  kl,9  percent 
in  all  churches,  as  compared  with  the  increase  in  membership  of  2h.2 
percent. 

Five  churches  paid  the  same  amount  on  pastor's  salary  in  I9k7  as 
in  1928,  while  1+13  paid  more  and  97  paid  less.    Percentage  of  churches 
paying  an  increase  in  salary  was  only  slightly  higher  in  the  groups 
having  increased  valuation  than  in  those  with  no  change,  but  was 
significantly  higher  than  those  with  less  value  in  I9h7  than  in  1928, 

Pastor's  salary  paid  per  member  rose  from  $3.1+6  in  I928  to  l3»96 
in  I9U7,  a  gain  of  ll+.U  percent. 

A  few  churches  had  more  members  in  19U7  than  in  1928,  but  paid 
less  on  pastor's  salary,    I'^hile  most  of  these  showed  a  decrease  also 
in  property  value,  other  factors  were  involved  which  may  have  been 
responsible  for  the  drop  in  contributions.    For  example,  some  had 
been  placed  on  larger  circuits,  or  were  served  by  supply  pastors 
engaged  in  other  occupations.    These  cases  were  too  few  for  valid 
correlation. 
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Total  Expenditures 


Table  XIII «    Changes  in  total  expenditures  in  5l5  Rural  Methodist  Churches, 
North  Carolina  Conference,  I928~l9ii7,  arrayed  in  order  of  change  in  value 
of  property,     (Grouped  as  in  Table  VIII, ) 


Total 
Expenditure f 


Group 


1928 


19)47 


Percent 

I9U7  is         Percent  of 
of  1926    churches  having. 

Increase  Decrease 


figure 


Total 

Expenditures  Percent 
per  member     19U7  is 
of  1928 
1928       I9hl  figure 


.      1  !' 

68,923  1 

^  173, 8U7 

252.2 

88.6 

11. u 

$  8.98 

117,23 

191.9 

U,028 

117,783 

287.1 

89.5 

10.5 

6.17 

lii.l7 

229.7 

3 

iiO,9l)4 

110,963 

271.2 

9ii.7 

5.3 

6.77 

15.03 

222.0 

h 

7li,06l 

113, 97h 

153.9 

86.3 

13.7 

10,36 

12.  UO 

119.7 

5 

U7,l5ii 

79,982 

169.6 

8U.9 

15.1 

6,83 

9.03 

132.2 

6 

71,177 

lU2,3i;3 

200.0 

62.7 

17.3 

9.09 

Ih.hl 

159.2 

1-6 

3li3,257 

738,692 

215.3 

87.5 

12.5 

b.13 

11.90 

ll;5.l. 

7 

81,533 

115,237 

II4I.3 

83.3 

16.7 

11.72 

13.76 

117. ill 

8 

70,583 

126,1408 

179.1 

83.0 

17.0 

10.66 

16.26 

152.5 

9  1 

h2,582 

108,278 

25I4.3 

75.5 

2h,S 

7.87 

17.31; 

220.3 

8-9 

113,165 

231^,686 

201, h 

79.2 

20.8 

9.39 

16.66 

177. U 

Total 

531,9$$  1,088,815 

202.il 

85.li 

IU.6 

8.80 

1I1.3I 

162,6 

Conference 

Total"" 

1,570,686  2,962,809 

188.6 

13.58 

18.36 

135.2 

'Source:    Conference  Journals 
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The  515  churches  raised  for  all  purposes  in  19kl  a  total  of 
•ll, 088, 815,  an  increase  of  102, U  percent  over  the  1928  firure  of 
1537, 955«    The  smallest  percentage  of  increase  was  in  that  group 
having  no  change  in  value  of  property,  —  lil«3  percent.    This  group, 
however,  with  the  smallest  number  of  churches,  had  the  highest  total 
eijqjenditures  of  all  groups  in  1928,    But  for  that  fact,  its  percentage 
of  increase  would  undoubtedly  have  been  greater. 

An  irregularity  is  seen  in  this  item,  as  shown  in  Table  XIII, 
in  that  the  ninth  group,  that  having  greatest  decrease  in  property 
valuation,  contributed  for  all  purposes  25U*3  percent  as  much  in 
19kl  as  in  1928,    This  was  the  third  highest  of  all  groups.    It  is 
obvious  that,  in  the  I9k7  Journal,  reports  of  some  churches  in  this 
group  included  money  raised  for  building  and  improvement,  but  the 
amounts  were  not  added  to  the  value  of  property. 

In  the  number  of  churches  showing  change,  the  expected  results 
are  fovind  as  in  the  study  of  other  items,  although  the  differences 
in  the  three  major  groups  are  not  larg« 

Average  contributions  to  total  expenditures  per  member  is  also 
thrown  out  of  line  by  the  distortion  of  Group  9» 
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Churches  Per  Charge 


Table  XIV.      Change  in  number  of  churches  per  charge,  515  Rural 
Methodist  Churches,  North  Carolina  Conference,  1928-19ii7i  according 
to  change  in  value  of  property,    (Grouped  as  in  Table  VIII,) 


Group 

Average  churches 
per  charge 

1928  19U7 

Percent 
19U7  is 
of  1928 
figure 

Percentage  of  churches 
showing 

Increase      Decrease      No  change 

1 

1  i 

U.7 

h.h 

87.2  i 

ih.S 

30.6 

Sh.9 

2 

U.9 

h>3 

87.7  1 

12.3 

U2.1 

U5.6 

3 

U.7 

h.^ 

95.7  1 

21.2 

28.8 

50.0 

k 

5.0 

U.6 

83.0  j 

9.1 

37.9 

53.0 

5 

5.2 

ii..8 

92.3  i 

13.7 

3h.Q 

51.5 

6 

ii.6 

h.h 

95.6  ' 

! 

17.3 

32.1 

50.0 

1-6  ! 

h.9 

U.5 

91.8  1 

1 

Ih.h 

3h.l 

50.9 

7  i 

h.l 

h.3 

91.9  j 

10. U 

29.2 

60. ii 

8  1 

lul 

3.9 

95.1  ' 

21;.5 

26.U 

U9.1 

9  ' 

h.3 

.h.3 

100,0  1 

15.1 

22,6 

62.3 

8-9  i 

1 

h.2 

h.l 

97.6 

19.8 

2ii.5 

55.7 

Total  1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

h.l 

h.h 

93.6  1 

! 
1 

i 

15.2 

1 

32,0 

52.8 
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The  average  number  of  churches  per  charge  was  lower  in  all  groups 
in  I9I47  than  in  1928,    The  decrease  was  greater  in  those  churches 
vrtiich  had  increased  valuation  than  in  the  others,  but  the  difference 
was  not  significant.    Over  one-half  of  all  the  churches,  —  272,  or 
52,8  percent,  —  were  on  charges  of  the  same  size  in  19hl  as  in  1928, 

CONCLUSION 

This  study  was  restricted  to  an  over-all  analysis  of  only  the 
more  general  factors  of  the  first  and  last  years  under  consideration. 
Furthermore,  only  rural  churches  having  reports  in  both  I928  and 
I9hl  have  been  included. 

The  research  has  been  so  set  up  as  to  provide  for  similar  studies 
of  1932,  1937,  and  I9U2,  and  at  five-year  intervals  thereafter. 
Future  studies  are  planned  to  cover  all  churches  in  the  conference, 
and  to  show  in  each  church  certain  social  and  economic  factors  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Conference  Journals, 
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